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Welcome to this report on the year that was 2013-14. This has been my first full year as Group Scout 
Leader (GSL), and I must start by thanking the many folk both within and affiliated with the Group 
for making me feel so welcome, and for the considerable help that they have given me over the last 
twelve months. 

Little did I know when I took on this role, what an eventful time this would be for the 25th Bromley. If 
I was given one word to sum up the last twelve months it would be “change”! 

Firstly, after a few false dawns, we have seen our old meeting place, the St Andrews Church Hall 
demolished, and progressive construction works start on a new replacement building, which will 
take St Andrews firmly into the 21st Century. The old Hall dated from 1931, and there was huge 
nostalgia attached to it for those of us who have been around St Andrews Church and/or the 25th 
Group for a long time. The new Hall is progressing well, and the builders are on programme to 
deliver it ready for the autumn of this year. It will certainly be a change, with vastly superior storage, 
proper heating, and much larger accommodation all round. 

In the meantime, the 25th has had to find a new (temporary) home; and thus we are now ensconced 
in Burnt Ash School. Our Explorer section have been meeting at Burnt Ash for some years, so for 
them it has been business as usual; but for the rest of the Sections this has been a change; and I 
would like to thank parents for bearing with us during this period. It is fair to say that the situation, 
especially with regards to access to camping gear, is not ideal but it is short term and will I am sure 
be quickly forgotten once we move back into the rebuilt St Andrews. 

We have also had a year of change within our various Sections. Last summer John Povey 
relinquished the role of Scout Leader to move full-time to Cubs as ACSL. We thank John for his 
contribution to the Scout Section over the years and I know that he will bring enthusiasm and 
authority to the Cubs. 

Dan Stimson has stepped up as Scout Leader in John’s shoes and has set about continuing the work 
that John started rebuilding the Scout Section. Membership is now up considerably from a year ago, 
and the leadership team has also been bolstered by the arrival of Daryl Fishenden, following an 
approach via the Group website. 

The Explorer section continues to go from strength to strength, and has also managed to attract 
some new members from other Groups. Last summer I had the pleasure of attending a joint Summer 
Camp with the Scouts and Explorers in the Vosges region of south east France. This year the 
Explorers are set to return to France but on this occasion to the north and via pedal cycles. 

Finally, our Beaver section has established stability and, as a result gone from strength to strength. 
In no small part this is due to Caron Mole, who joined us as BSL from the 27th Bromley, initially on a 
temporary basis but more recently permanently after a job move prevented her from serving both 
Groups anymore. We are truly indebted to Caron for the energy and invention she has brought to 



our Beaver Section, which is now thriving. Caron has also encouraged several new Leaders and 
Helpers to the Section; which is a massive step forward in securing stability and longevity for the 
Section. 

Those of you who take a daily newspaper may well have seen a number of articles lately 
commenting about the growth of Scouting in the UK; which certainly seems to be enjoying a 
renaissance after decades of slow decline. Our experience at the 25th Group mirrors the national 
trend, with numbers in the Group increasing by some 25% over the last twelve months. This increase 
in numbers has had a direct effect of the financial stability of the Group and has allowed us to 
actually reduce the subscription fees for 2014-15 for the first time in nearly thirty years. 

Sadly, one of the knock-ons on this growth is that, like many Groups nationally, we are short of 
Leaders. This is particularly true of the older Sections (Scouts and Explorers); and the recent influx of 
girls in particular to these Sections has made the need for a female leader or leaders acute. If you 
know anybody – a relative or friend maybe - who is interested in getting involved, please do direct 
them to me first for an informal chat. We do not bite, and people are welcome to try it for a while to 
see if they like it before committing themselves. 

Finally, I must of course thank the Group Executive for the support that they have given me over the 
last year. We are indeed lucky as a Group to have such able and wise people as John Penney and 
Derek Justice anchoring our Executive; and it has been a pleasure to work with them. I must also 
thank the parent representatives for their support, and our Group Secretary, Ellie Hickman, who 
took the role on last year at short notice, but who has made the position her own; as well as chairing 
a fundraising sub-committee! 

Thank you all for your continued support of the 25th Bromley Scout Group. 

 

 

Martin Bellinger 

Group Scout Leader 


