
Scout Section Report – 2013/14 

I write this, my first report as Scout Leader of the 25th Bromley, looking back at the past year and 
think that it’s been a big year for change. Change has come in many forms in the past year, chiefly 
amongst which has been our more long term residence at Burnt Ash Primary School while the new St 
Andrew’s Church Hall is being built. We have learned to adapt to being a half a mile away from the 
equipment that we could access just by ‘popping out to the hut’. Despite this, we are looking 
forward to moving back to the place that the 25th has been Scouting since I was a Scout and indeed 
those of my team who have been since even longer before me. 

After a number of years in the planning, including a very long and tiring drive around France back in 
2011, we took the troop along with the Explorer unit to Verbamont in France for our Summer Camp 
of 2013. The area of France that we stayed in was stunning, the locals were very accommodating 
and the site has very much been added to the list of ‘we’ll be going back there again’ alongside 
Adenau in Germany and Wiltz in Luxembourg. That camp also brought us to another significant 
change as John handed over the reins for the troop to me as we closed the door to the container in 
the pouring rain at the end of camp. I’d like to say thanks to John for his contribution to the troop 
since he took over in 2008/09 on behalf of the whole troop. 

As a break from recent tradition of a ‘Chillout Camp’ towards the end of the year, we took the PLs 
and APLs up to Eleven Acres Scout Campsite in Downe for a wet and windy weekend of teamwork 
and leadership training, preparing our current crop of Scouts for the challenge that lay ahead of 
them running a patrol at camp and at Thursday meetings. The Scouts showed great resilience against 
the weather and are now itching to put their new found skills to practice at Spring Camp on the 2nd 
May. 

Our ever busy programme of Thursday night meetings, camps, day’s out and district activities have 
led to an impressive haul of 96 badges being awarded to members of the troop since the last AGM. 
I’m hoping with the raft of activities we have planned, we’ll hit triple figures next year! 

Since taking over in September I have welcomed two new faces to my leadership team to join Tony, 
Ian and myself. Daryl joins us as a new Assistant Scout Leader with bags of enthusiasm for everything 
we do and a natural rapport with young people, especially with his work with children outside of 
Scouts. Dave Justice, a former Assistant Leader of the 25th, returns to the fold as an occasional 
helper, bringing with him plenty of experience and his usual witty and jovial persona that the Scouts 
respond really well to. This change in leaders is a healthy one for the whole troop, but will only be 
‘complete’ when we manage to recruit one or two ladies to the team to bring with them a whole 
different perspective and someone for our young ladies in the troop to relate to. I would like to take 
this opportunity to appeal to the parents of the group to have a think about anyone that they may 
know that would like to come and join in and put them in contact with me. 

2014-15 promises to be a very exciting year for us with Spring Camp at Broadstone Warren in the 
Ashdown Forrest, Summer Camp at Ferny Crofts in the New Forrest, plans for a hillwalking 
expedition in the Dartmoor National Park well underway, many more district led activities coming 
our way and the potential for any number of other activities just waiting for the Scouts to inspire us 
to organise for them. We’re looking for this year to be a year of activity after this year of change, 
we’re all looking forward to it and I hope the Scouts and parents are too. 
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